Unit 24

1.
 Albert Sleumer was born in 1876.   He dedicated his whole life to linguistics and theology.   Like Schleyer, he was a Catholic priest.   He published many learned works.  From 1892 he was a faithful adherent and promoter of Schleyer’s Volapük as a schoolboy.   In the same school was another youngster aged twenty, who had received from the inventor (of Volapük) the titles of professor and examiner of Volapük.  He fervently gathered around himself those fellow pupils who, either because they were postage stamp collectors, or because they had linguistic talents  had become enthusiastic about Volapük, which at that time was still flourishing.   So several groups of pupils were formed who later distinguished themselves in the Volapük movement.  

At different universities where Sleumer attended, he succeeded, by means of lectures and lessons, to enlist for Volapük a great number of students of all branches of knowledge.  Time and again he visited Schleyer in his residence in Constance, and on long walks he had conversations with him about the future and further consolidation of Volapük.   Again and again the inventor was distressed that so many former friends had separated from him, and following the example given by him had created constructed languages, even among those to whom he had entrusted high offices in the Volapük movement.  At that time, with other friends, Sleumer also strove again and again to comfort and support the man so distressed.   Already in 1910 Schleyer chose Sleumer as his successor after he had given  him over the years many honours.  Sleumer began the presidency on the 16th August 1912 : the day Schleyer died.   

In 1914 on 2nd August the first world war broke out, which paralized almost every deed in favour of Volapük, so that up to 1920 and later scarcely any progress could be made.  Furthermore President Sleumer had to accomplish much work in bringing together foreign Volapük adherents in order to revive the movement and stimulate interest for it.  But suddently, as a consequence of the policy of the then state leadership in 1935, every activity in favour of constructed languages was forbidden, and when the catastrophic second world war broke out, many people were incapable of making efforts for the spreading of an international auxiliary language.   Therefore the second president, after long deliberations, thought (it) opportune to transfer his high office to a non-German, namely to a Swiss businessman by the name of Jakob Sprenger, who himself had been a   good friend of Schleyer.  Albert Sleumer had served the Volapük movement for thirty-six years.

2. Hiel Albert Sleumer äbinom Cifal telid Volapükamufa.   Igo as julan äbinom slopan Volapüka.   Pö niver, dub spikäds e tidods, el Sleumer äslopükom menis mödik pro Volapük.   Ävisitom eli Schleyer tö Konstanz, ed älabom spikotis ko om dö lebum püka.   Ün 1910 el Schleyer äcälom eli Sleumer as fovan okik.   Love yels el Sleumer idagetom sikotis mödik de Datuval.   El Sleumer äprimom cifalami okik tü deadamadel ela Schleyer.   Ab proged töbo nonik äkanon padunön sekü volakrigs tel.   In Deutän töb alik gönü mekavapüks päproibon.   Posä idünom Volapükamufi dü yels kildegmäl, el Sleumer äcedom pötiki ad lovegivön cifalami no-Deutänane nemü Jakob Sprenger.

