Unit 25

1.   Jakob Sprenger was born on the 8th May 1872 in the small town of Speicher in Switzerland.   His parents were simple farmers.   Jakob was the sixth child of seven siblings:  five brothers and two sisters.   He went to primary school in Speicher, and in 1887 went to the grammar school in Einsiedeln and Freiburg.   After completing his studies there, he attended Freiburg university.

He was acquainted with Volapük at the age of twelve and loved throughout his life the beautiful ideal of a universal language.   Young Jakob’s mother had bought a piece of cheese which had been wrapped in the daily newspaper.   Through the paper he was able to see printing, and he wanted to know what the printing was about.   He therefore held the piece of cheese in front of the mirror and was then able to read to his suprise an announcement in favour of Volapük.  He strove, and finally succeeded in obtaining a grammar of Volapük, but this was taken away from him and the study of Volapük was forbidden because he had to learn Latin at that time.  At the age of eighteen he began, as a student at Freiburg university, to again study Volapük, and there for the first time spoke about and in favour of Volapük. His intention was to become a grammar school teacher, but a family catastrophe occurred.  His father lost a fortune, and to avoid the worst, Jakob had to find employment brining in a salary immediately.   He decided to work as a book-keeper and executive of an embroidery business.   But the world war of 1914 brought about the failure of the business.

In 1915 Jakob founded, together with several of his friends, the „International Freedom Federation,” and was employed as its secretary.   His love for mankind brought about a recognition  of a system of economics which he discovered in great measure in the system of „Silvio Gesell.”  He made known this teaching, which seeks to realize Christian concepts.

He was for a long time the president of the Swiss Volapük Federation.   He received three teaching diplomas, and in 1929 was nominated for the Volapük academy.  In order to stop the further fragmentation of the Volapük movement, Jakob Sprenger bought in 1927 Schleyer’s entire literary bequest with all rights belonging to him.    He came to an agreement with the then president of the Volapük movement, Albert Sleumer, and visited him in Wienacht in September 1929 with doctor Arie de Jong, who had revised Volapük.

He was a great friend of Schleyer, who had even intended to nominate him as his successor, but this intention was not fulfilled.  He was president from 1948 until 1950,, but because of a stroke which had made him incapable of  continuing it, he decided to transfer the presidency to Mr. Johann Schmidt.  He had been president for two years.  Jakob Sprenger always looked after Volapük and fought valiantly for its ideals.  He was an enthusiastic fighter, an untiring worker and a sincere person.

2.
Hiel Jakob Sprenger pämotom tö Speicher, zifil Jveizänik.   Äbinom cil mälid gemas vel.   Äseivom Volapüki bäldotü yelas teldeg, ab äprimom studi püka bäldotü yelas degjöl pö niver di Freiburg.   Ävilom ai vedön tidan, ab fat omik äperom monemi famülik ed ämutom sunädo tuvön cali.  Äbinom büsidacif brodabüsida jü 1914 kü volakrig ävobädom lefaili büsida.   Ye ün 1915 äfünom „Lelivükamafedi Bevünetik.”   Ituvom konömavasiti, kel ästeifon ad jenöfükön tiketis kritik, ed äpropagidom lejoni at lanäliko.   Bi limans valik no äbinons Deutäniks, Volapük pägebon ad kosädön ko limans no-Deutänapüki spiköls.  Äbinom flen gretik ela Schleyer, keli iseivom as man yunik.   Äbinom cifal Volapükamufa dü yels tel, ab sekü paopläg, ämutom lovegivön cifalami söle Johann Schmidt.   Äbinom ai voban nenfenik pro Volapük.

