Unit 22

1.
The first announcement about this artificial language appeared in „Zion’s Harp,” and the first edition of the grammar plus the first vocabulary of Volapük appeared in 1880.   Then the knowledge of this ingenious language within a few years extended over the whole civilized world.   In the first years of its existence, Volapük societies were founded in all parts of the earth;   manuals, dictionaries and magazines were published, and everywhere one started to study Volapük ardently.   In many countries meetings of Volapük adherents took place.   At Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance, the first Volapük Congress took place in 1884 and a second congress in Munich in 1887.   During the last meeting the Volapük Academy was founded.   After the second congress Volapük attained its greatest expansion and the highlight of (its) fame, and had one been content with this extraordinarily great success, Volapük would have conquered the whole world, and mankind would now have had a unique and superior means of communication for international relations!

Unfortunately the reality was a different thing.   One was not yet content with the gigantic success of Volapük.   One wanted, one yearned for still more.   A French professor who had co-operated so strongly to promote Volapük, proposed to alter the language.   Schleyer very much resisted this.   But the professor and his allies took no notice of Schleyer’s protests and accomplished their plans.   Against Schleyer’s will they convened a third congress in Paris and continued to quietly alter Volapük.   As a result of this, that unity, so very necessary for a universal language was destroyed.   The split had become a reality.   As a result of these deeds, the confusion in the Volapük movement was complete, and adherents turned away from it.

Johann Martin Schleyer died on the 16th August 1912. 

2. Volapük ästäänikon vifiko love vol lölik kulivik.   Tidabuks, vödabuks e gaseds päpübons, e mens mödik äprimons ad studön püki ziliko.   I Volapükaklubs päfünons e kobikams slopanas püka äjenons.   Dü yels de 1883 jü 1890, Volapük ärivon sömitapüni okik.   Ab mens votik no äbinons koteniks, ed ävilons votükön püki. Kongreds tel ya ijenons. Ta vil ela Schleyer, kongred kilid äjenon tö Paris, ed us äfovoy ad votükön püki.   Baläl binon vemo zesüdik pro pük somik,  ab baläl pädistukon.   Slopans mödik, kels ivobons ziliko pro Volapük ädeflekons de on.

